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ONE OCEAN CONCEPT

In 2002, the C-NLOPB and the 
Fisheries and Marine Institute 
sponsored a series of meetings sponsored a series of meetings 
with provincial industry 
representatives from the fishing 
and petroleum industries



ONE OCEAN CONCEPT

Establish an inter-industry 
organization to facilitate and 
enhance working relationships enhance working relationships 
between the two industry sectors



In 2002 ‘One Ocean’ was formed as the 
liaison organization for the fishing and 
petroleum industries in Newfoundland 
and Labrador

ONE OCEAN?

and Labrador



ONE OCEAN Structure

• One Ocean Chairman 
• One Ocean Industry Board 
• One Ocean Secretariat:• One Ocean Secretariat:

–Executive Director
–Manager of Operations



ONE OCEAN Industry Board 
Fishery Representatives:

• Fish, Food and Allied Workers union; 
• Association of Seafood Producers:

• Department of Fisheries and Oceans 
(Regulator) sits as an Official Observer .



One Ocean Industry Board 
Petroleum Representatives:

Canadian Association of Petroleum 
Producers (CAPP); Petro-Canada; 
ExxonMobil, StatoilHydro, Chevron Canada ExxonMobil, StatoilHydro, Chevron Canada 
and Husky Energy 

The Canada-Newfoundland and Labrador  
Offshore Petroleum Board (Regulator) sits 
as an Official Observer.  



One Ocean

One Ocean is not directed or driven 
by government mandates 

It is based on mutual recognition of 
the fishing and petroleum industries 
to promote understanding and 
awareness of each sector’s 
operational activities



ONE OCEAN 

• Industry Board representatives sit face-to-
face to discuss operational activity issues, 
and mutual concerns before they become 
problematic

• The process is based on cooperation, 
transparency, and a commitment to ensure 
sustainable and safe practices in the 
marine environment



ONE OCEAN

This medium to convene the 
fishing and oil and gas sectors 
did not  exist in the province did not  exist in the province 
until the inception of One 
Ocean.  This model is unique in 
Canada and the world .



MISSION STATEMENT

One Ocean shall be the medium for information 
exchange regarding industry operational activities 

between the fishing and petroleum industries in 
Newfoundland and Labrador, and as an informed 
entity, will initiate research and industry specifi c 
activities to meet industry challenges, as well as activities to meet industry challenges, as well as 

promote cooperation, transparency and information 
dissemination between these industry sectors.



How One Ocean Developed its 
Mandate



The fishery has been exploited for over 500 
years

Fishery remains the reason many 
Newfoundlanders stay – it has defined our 
‘society’, culture, economics and politics



• The fishing industry was never “against” the 
oil and gas industry 

• Their traditional stomping grounds were 
now shared with platforms, drill rigs, 
tankers, supply ships, and seismic vessels –tankers, supply ships, and seismic vessels –
fishermen wanted to know what they were, 
what they were doing, where they were 
going, how long they would be there 

• Fishermen wanted to know more about oil 
and gas industry operations



Developing the ONE OCEAN Mandate

2002 One Ocean Industry Board Study Tour of 
Norway and Scotland

Wanted to learn from regions that had 
established oil and gas and fisheries 
“best practices” “best practices” 

2003 One Ocean Industry Workshop
Identify industry priorities within our 
region



Developing the ONE OCEAN Mandate

Based on identified priorities, One 
Ocean concentrated on industry 
education and awareness programs to education and awareness programs to 
meet specific needs



Developing the ONE OCEAN Mandate

Industry Consultations

All proposed offshore oil and gas activity 
must be authorized by the CNLOPBmust be authorized by the CNLOPB

The CNLOPB recommends that proponents 
contact One Ocean to facilitate consultation 
meetings between fishing and petroleum 
industry representatives



Developing the ONE OCEAN Mandate

Industry consultations have provided the 
opportunity for each sector to ask and 
answer questions and identify and address 
concerns

Information gaps and/or criteria identified 
during consultations that requires further 
probing is brought to the One Ocean 
Industry Board



Developing the ONE OCEAN Mandate

Since 2003, this process has resulted in 
research studies, information sessions, 
workshops, established practices and more workshops, established practices and more 
effective communication between the two 
sectors



One Ocean Initiatives and 
Activities 



Information Sessions and Workshops:

• “Oil and Gas  and Fisheries 101”
• Seismic Survey

Research:

• Member of ESRF East Coast • Member of ESRF East Coast 
Advisory Committee and 
Technical Advisory Group(s)

• Partner in the FFAW-ESRF Seismic 
Study on Monkfish Veils



•Co-Developed the Fisheries Liaison 
Observer (FLO) Program with the FFAW

•Member of the CNLOPB Strategic 
Environmental Assessment Working 
Group(s) 

•One Ocean Ottawa Delegation•One Ocean Ottawa Delegation

•Canada Ocean Lecture Series

•Participation  International Conferences



Placentia Bay Program 



Placentia Bay Program:
• Who Responds and Who is 

Responsible for Oil Spills
• Oil Spill Counter-Measures Training 

Program for Fisheries Workers
• North Harbour Community 

Environmental Emergency Planning 
and Preparedness



One Ocean Initiatives

One Ocean partnered with the 
Canadian Coast  Guard, Transport 
Canada and Environment Canada, 
to produce the Marine 
Environmental Emergency Oil Spill 
Information Card for fishermen 
and other ocean users.  The card 
was sent to over 5,000 fishers and was sent to over 5,000 fishers and 
marine users since 2004. It provides 
information on identifying a spill, 
what to do as a mitigative factor, 
and who to contact . The Card is 
available in French



One Ocean does not represent the fishing 
or petroleum sectors; it is a neutral entity 
that represents the mutual interests of 
both industries

Safety, Security, Health and Environment is 
an important mutual interest 



The One Ocean model promotes education,  
understanding and awareness of each sector’s 
operational activities

We have enhanced the opportunity for better 
communication and joint initiatives; One Ocean communication and joint initiatives; One Ocean 
has demonstrated “Excellence through 
Partnership” and will continue to do so to
facilitate a safe and efficient work environment 
for two industries operating in one ocean 
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