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PROJECT OVERVIEW 

The Hebron Project (the Project) is a proposed oil and gas development located 
offshore Newfoundland and Labrador, approximately 340 km east of St. John‘s. 
ExxonMobil Canada Properties (EMCP), as Operator, is leading development of the 
Project on behalf of the Hebron Project Proponents: ExxonMobil Canada Ltd.; Chevron 
Canada Limited; Petro-Canada Hebron Partnership; Statoil Canada Ltd.; and Nalcor 
Energy – Oil and Gas Inc.  

The Hebron Project will be the fourth stand-alone development project on the Grand 
Banks and, considering the two tieback projects to the Hibernia and White Rose 
facilities, the sixth offshore petroleum project (Figure 1). The Hebron platform will be 
situated approximately 9 km north of the Terra Nova Field, 32 km southeast of the 
Hibernia development and 46 km southwest of White Rose. 

 
Note: The distances in the inset table above are in nautical miles (1 nm = 1.85 km) 

Figure 1 Location of the Hebron Field 

The Hebron Project will provide substantial economic benefits to the people of 
Newfoundland and Labrador. These include employment, training, and research and 
development opportunities for the Province and business opportunities for the local 
service and supply community. If approved, the Hebron Project will extend the life of the 
offshore oil and gas industry in Newfoundland and Labrador. It represents an important 
next step in the development of a sustainable offshore oil and gas industry in 
Newfoundland and Labrador.  
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The intent is to develop the Hebron oil field using a concrete Gravity Base Structure 
(GBS) similar in concept to the existing Hibernia platform (Figure 2). 

 

Figure 2 Stand-alone Gravity Base Structure Preliminary Development Layout 

The GBS for the Hebron Project will be a reinforced concrete structure designed to 
withstand impacts from sea ice and icebergs and the meteorological and 
oceanographic conditions at the Hebron Field. It will accommodate up to 52 well slots 
with J-tubes inside the central shaft connected to the base of the GBS for potential 
future expansion. The GBS will be designed to store approximately 180,000 to  
230,000 m

3
 of crude oil in multiple separate storage compartments. An offshore loading 

system (OLS), similar in upgraded system design proposed for the Hibernia OLS, will 
be installed to off-load crude oil from the platform to tankers. 

The Topsides will hold the utilities and production module, living quarters, control 
centre, a single drilling derrick and associated equipment, helicopter landing pad, flare 
boom and lifeboat stations. 

Construction activity is scheduled to begin at the existing site in Trinity Bay, the Nalcor 
Energy-Bull Arm Fabrication site, in 2011, with construction and fabrication continuing 
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for approximately five years (at Bull Arm and other sites) and first oil targeted for 2017. 
Hebron is expected to produce 90,000,000 m

3
 of oil over 30-plus years. The Ben Nevis 

Pool within the Hebron Field is the core of the Hebron Project, and is anticipated to 
produce approximately 80 percent of the Hebron Project‘s crude oil.  

PROJECT AREAS 

Activities associated with the Hebron Project will occur in two distinct phases and 
Project Areas: the nearshore construction area at Bull Arm, Trinity Bay, for the GBS 
construction, Topsides assembly, installation and commissioning; and the offshore area 
on the Grand Banks, where the completed Hebron platform will be installed and 
production of crude oil will occur.  

Nearshore Project Area 

The GBS will be constructed at the Bull Arm fabrication facility, an existing facility 
owned by Nalcor Energy-Bull Arm Fabrication, with capabilities for steel and concrete 
construction, outfitting, fabrication, installation, at-shore hook-up and commissioning. 
The drydock site for GBS construction is situated at the Bull Arm Facility in Great 
Mosquito Cove (Figure 3).  

 

Figure 3 Nearshore Project Area 

The outer wall of the drydock will be re-established by means of a rock and sheet metal 
outer bund wall; the drydock and immediate channel for towing the GBS out of Great 
Mosquito Cove may have to be enlarged. After completion of the GBS base slab and 
lower caisson, the partially constructed GBS will be floated out of the drydock and 
towed to the deepwater site in Bull Arm itself, where it will be moored during final 
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