
 

  

 

 
 

NL students, teachers, teachers-in-training 

to benefit from $1.25 million Hebron 

donation for ocean science programs 
 

 
  

• MUN Faculty of Education students get hands-on experience in Ocean-STEM 

field placements   

• NL School District teachers receive specialized training in use of mobile data 

collection app designed for NL marine environment  

• Hebron Youth Summit immerses students in Ocean-STEM career exploration    

 
ST. JOHN’S NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR, MAY 24, 2019 – The Hebron project announced its 

support today for an Ocean-STEM (science, technology, engineering, math) education initiative for 

teachers in Newfoundland and Labrador with a $1,25 million contribution, invested over three years, 

to the Oceans Learning Partnership. The contribution brings Hebron’s total support of the Oceans 

Learning Partnership to more than $2,1 million since 2011.  

 

Teachers in training get hands-on immersion in ocean sciences   
Hebron funding will support a teaching fellowship program for 16 undergraduate students at the 

Faculty of Education each year from 2019 to 2021. Hebron Teaching Fellows are selected for 56-hour 

paid field placements at the Ocean Sciences Centre, Johnson GEO Centre and Hibernia Manuels 

River Interpretation Centre.  “The Hebron Teaching Fellowship Program” is an excellent addition to 

our teacher training program,” said Dr. Edith Furey, Associate Dean for Undergraduate Studies at 

the Faculty of Education, Memorial University. “The field placements give our students the 

opportunity to develop their knowledge of ocean sciences and, at the same time, to develop critical 

skills in techniques of experiential learning designed to better engage students and enhance the 

learning experience.”  

 



Science teachers bring the ocean into NL classrooms  
As part of the roll-out of the newly revamped, entry-level, high-school science course, Science 1206, 

teachers across the province are learning to use a variety of data collection tools, including a data 

collection app, specially designed to enable NL students to collect data about their own marine 

environment.  “We are delighted to be partnering with the Oceans Learning Partnership on the 

experiential learning program that they offer with their partner field sites,” said Georgina Lake, 

Director of Educational Programs for province-wide programs of the NL English School District. 

“Partnerships are key to our ability to offer exciting, hands-on, out-of-classroom experiences to our 

teachers and students.”   

 

Career exploration series exposes students and educators to ocean careers  
Experiential learning opportunities are also critical to the success of career-related programs.  The 

Hebron funding also includes a $50,000 contribution to a career exploration series that will be 

launching at a Youth Summit, May 28 to 30, 2019.  The series is being co-developed with the 

Department of Education and the NL English School District as part of a three-year process to 

revamp the current K-12 career education program.   

 

Teachers key to student achievement 
Education research shows that the most important factor in student achievement is teachers.  “We 

understand that teachers play the most influential role in student achievement which is why we are 

supporting the Oceans Learning Partnership,” said Peter Larden, President of ExxonMobil Canada 

Properties, operator of the Hebron project. “OLP works with teachers to expand ocean-STEM 

programs and curriculum for students and teachers. A passionate teacher who can motivate young 

minds in the early grades can make all the difference.”  

 

Province-wide impact and reach  
“A key aspect and benefit of our programming are the regional partnerships we have forged across 

the island and in Labrador, and most recently, with Nunavut,” said Ms. Leslie Grattan, current Chair 

of the Board of Directors of the Oceans Learning Partnership. “Regional capacity-building has been 

a core element of our work since the inception of our programming in 2012.  It forms a key strategic 

goal in our 2015-2020 Strategic Plan.”  
 

### 
 

About the Oceans Learning Partnership  
The Oceans Learning Partnership is a network of over 25 organizations with a shared goal of providing high-

impact experiential learning programs about the ocean to K-12 science and career education curriculum 

specialists, teachers and students.  Partner organizations include Memorial University, Parks Canada, Fisheries 

and Oceans Canada (DFO), Department of Education, NL English School District, and other partners. 

www.coastalexplorers.ca 

 

About Hebron  

ExxonMobil Canada Properties (35.5 percent) is the operator of the Hebron project. Its co-venturers are 

Chevron Canada Limited (29.6 percent), Suncor Energy Inc. (21 percent), Equinor Canada Ltd. (9 percent) and 

Nalcor Energy-Oil and Gas Inc. (4.9 percent). For more information about the Hebron project visit 

www.hebronproject.com  

 

Contacts  
For more information and to set up interviews with teachers and program specialists, or to request photos, 

please contact:  

 

Maria Giovannini, Oceans Learning Partnership  

mariag@giocommunications.ca 

709-746-4252 

Lynn Evans, ExxonMobil Canada  

lynn.evans@exxonmobil.com 

709-723-1583 
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goal in our 2015-2020 Strategic Plan.”  
 

### 
 

About the Oceans Learning Partnership  
The Oceans Learning Partnership is a network of over 25 organizations with a shared goal of providing high-

impact experiential learning programs about the ocean to K-12 science and career education curriculum 

specialists, teachers and students.  Partner organizations include Memorial University, Parks Canada, Fisheries 

and Oceans Canada (DFO), Department of Education, NL English School District, and other partners. 

www.coastalexplorers.ca 

 

About Hebron  

ExxonMobil Canada Properties (35.5 percent) is the operator of the Hebron project. Its co-venturers are 

Chevron Canada Limited (29.6 percent), Suncor Energy Inc. (21 percent), Equinor Canada Ltd. (9 percent) and 

Nalcor Energy-Oil and Gas Inc. (4.9 percent). For more information about the Hebron project visit 

www.hebronproject.com  

 

Contacts  
For more information and to set up interviews with teachers and program specialists, or to request photos, 

please contact:  

 

Maria Giovannini, Oceans Learning Partnership  

mariag@giocommunications.ca 

709-746-4252 

Lynn Evans, ExxonMobil Canada  

lynn.evans@exxonmobil.com 
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NL students, teachers, teachers-in-training 

to benefit from $1.25 million Hebron 

donation for ocean science programs 
 

 
  

• MUN Faculty of Education students get hands-on experience in Ocean-STEM 

field placements   

• NL School District teachers receive specialized training in use of mobile data 

collection app designed for NL marine environment  

• Hebron Youth Summit immerses students in Ocean-STEM career exploration    

 
ST. JOHN’S NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR, MAY 24, 2019 – The Hebron project announced its 

support today for an Ocean-STEM (science, technology, engineering, math) education initiative for 

teachers in Newfoundland and Labrador with a $1,25 million contribution, invested over three years, 

to the Oceans Learning Partnership. The contribution brings Hebron’s total support of the Oceans 

Learning Partnership to more than $2,1 million since 2011.  

 

Teachers in training get hands-on immersion in ocean sciences   
Hebron funding will support a teaching fellowship program for 16 undergraduate students at the 

Faculty of Education each year from 2019 to 2021. Hebron Teaching Fellows are selected for 56-hour 

paid field placements at the Ocean Sciences Centre, Johnson GEO Centre and Hibernia Manuels 

River Interpretation Centre.  “The Hebron Teaching Fellowship Program” is an excellent addition to 

our teacher training program,” said Dr. Edith Furey, Associate Dean for Undergraduate Studies at 

the Faculty of Education, Memorial University. “The field placements give our students the 

opportunity to develop their knowledge of ocean sciences and, at the same time, to develop critical 

skills in techniques of experiential learning designed to better engage students and enhance the 

learning experience.”  

 



Science teachers bring the ocean into NL classrooms  
As part of the roll-out of the newly revamped, entry-level, high-school science course, Science 1206, 

teachers across the province are learning to use a variety of data collection tools, including a data 

collection app, specially designed to enable NL students to collect data about their own marine 

environment.  “We are delighted to be partnering with the Oceans Learning Partnership on the 

experiential learning program that they offer with their partner field sites,” said Georgina Lake, 

Director of Educational Programs for province-wide programs of the NL English School District. 

“Partnerships are key to our ability to offer exciting, hands-on, out-of-classroom experiences to our 

teachers and students.”   

 

Career exploration series exposes students and educators to ocean careers  
Experiential learning opportunities are also critical to the success of career-related programs.  The 

Hebron funding also includes a $50,000 contribution to a career exploration series that will be 

launching at a Youth Summit, May 28 to 30, 2019.  The series is being co-developed with the 

Department of Education and the NL English School District as part of a three-year process to 

revamp the current K-12 career education program.   

 

Teachers key to student achievement 
Education research shows that the most important factor in student achievement is teachers.  “We 

understand that teachers play the most influential role in student achievement which is why we are 

supporting the Oceans Learning Partnership,” said Peter Larden, President of ExxonMobil Canada 

Properties, operator of the Hebron project. “OLP works with teachers to expand ocean-STEM 

programs and curriculum for students and teachers. A passionate teacher who can motivate young 

minds in the early grades can make all the difference.”  
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