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1¢ Hebron offshore development

reached  another  milestone

Wednesday, as it officially opened
its project office in downtown SL
Johns,

‘The projects 20-member team —
including the projecl, procurement.
business and techmcal managers —
moved into the spacious office, located
on the seventh floor of Atlantic Place,
Monday, just down the halt from part-
ner Chevron and in the hub of the oil
and goas industyy offices i this
provincee,

“We felt it was imporlanl to be
downtown in the centre, close lo ouy
covenlurers as well as some of our
potential contractors and suppliers”
said Hebron business manager lyin
Ann Nicholost. The plan is to increase
the project Leam Lo 40 members by the
end of the year, providing a mininum
of one mitlion person hours of activi-
ties belore initial oil production.

“Our ocus right now is onthe front-
end engineering design lrom the tech-
nical perspeclive, some with C-CORE
as well as some international compa-
nies,” Nicholosi explained, “Our other
tocus here is on carly procurement. We
just issued an expression of interest for
ont gravity base structure and front
end engineering designs last week, and
inaddilion to thal, weve got our devel-
opmenl plan.

Laxlier this month, the team slarted
holding information sessions with
local contractors. ExxonMobil, which
leacks the oil companies in the project.
hopes to file a development plan appli-
cation with the otishore board by the
end of the vear.

Project sanction by the partners is
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We felt it was important to

be downtown in the centre,
close to our co-venturers as
well as some of our potential

contractors and suppliers.

Lynn Ann Nicholosi,
Hebron business manager

scheduted for the first hall of 2012,
when construction of the production
platform — which will include a gravi-
1y base structiye (GBS) Lo be built ot
Bull Aym, Trinity Bay, and later
installed on the Grand Banks in 92
metres of water — is scheduled to
hegin, emploving aboul 3,500 people al
ils peak. The companies are aiming to
develop 566 million barrels of Hebron
crude by fale 2017,

Last month, ExxonMobil filed the
Hebron project description wilh (he
Canada-Newtoundland and §abrador
Offshore Petraleunt Board (CNLODPB),
whiclt is reviewing the document and
lias initiated the environmenlal assess-
ment process.

“Each step we Llake gels us closer o
project sanction and ultimately peak
construction emplovment.” Natural
Resources Minister Kuthy Dunderdale
said Wednesday. “Today represents
another exciting milestone in the
development of the projecl, and we
look forward Lo the valuable local hen-
efits this will provide to the people of
the provinee!”

The tlebron oillield. located in the

Jeanne dAre Basin, about 330 kilone-

tres southeast of St Johns, has an
expected lifespan of 20 1o 25 vears.
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St. John's office

Hebron business manager Lynn Ann Nicholosi poses at the preject’s newly-opened office
in Atlantic Place Wednesday afternoon. — Photo by Tara Mullowney/The Telegram
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